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MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER 

SUBJECT: Changes Obtained in the Draft 

Agreement 


The six day# ve spent in Pari# Improved Jhe draft agreement 
and brought us closer to signing It, We made progress on 
both Vietnamese fronts. With the North Vietnamese ve 
gained some significant change# In the text and narroved 
the remaining Issues down to the hard core* With the South 
Vietnamese a continual series of meetings with their repre- 
sentatives In Paris, of increasing bluntness and electricity, 
served to bring home the perils of their present course and 
the lmpeeslblll ty of further delay. 

We still beve very difficult work ahead in both respects. 

The North Vietnamese position at the end vas very tough; it 
take hard bargaining to milk the fev remaining changes 
ve need. And vhlle his representatives now grasp the situa- 
tion, Thleu himself remains Intransigent* Starting vlth 
your meeting with his emissary Due, ve will have to continue 
our heavy pressure to bring Saigon around. 

In this context getting a brief recess in the talks v&a 
essential. It shows Hanoi ve cannot be staapeded and disarms 
Thleu who probably expected us to finish this week regardless. 
We have thus regained the tactical initiative and should nov 
be able to complete the task of reaching a peaceful settlement 
of the war* 
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The Remaining Issues 

After'thI ?** ^ m !J in ^ n8 l8sue8 the nore unyielding they become. 
ru 14 th fo “ rth d *y « session Le Due Tho, as you know drew 

position? 8 “ ld th<,t hC C ° Uld E ° n ° furthar * Their 'current 


"" Wi thdrawal^of U.S. 
ac tivi ties • 


civilians engaged in any military 


No further cbhanges in the political chapter. 


-- The freeing of 
in the same time frame 


South Vietnamese civilian prisoners 
as American POWs. 


-- In exchange for the above, 
agree to: 


the North Vietnamese would 


.. . : Making the ceasefire in Laos more simultaneous with 

the one in Vietnam (it is now one month later). 

fore. f ’ H* dC f* Ct0 wlthdraw »l of some North Vietnamese 

forces from the northern part of South Vietnam. 

1 5° ld ^ ho that this was clearly unacceptable. I specifically 

rejected the tying of the release of our prisoners with the 
thorny issue of political prisoners in the South. 

t0Ugh p08ition in perspective, however. 
fl C 8ald thap there was no reason to meet again; then 
s id ye could meet but make no changes; and then said only 
technical changes were possible. We have obtained a good 

favor B ° re 8nd S ° far h8Ve m “ de ab80lutel y n0 changes in their 


Though the agreement is already 
changes primarily for our dealin 
to you in my November 23 message 
the following package: 


sound, we need a few more 
gs with Saigon. As I outlined 
I believe we should push for 


_... 7 _ Refuaal t° a *ree to the freeing of political prisoners. 

his issue should be handled in an understanding linked to the 
de facto withdrawal of NVA troopa. This prevents any link to 
our own prisoners and gives Thieu bargaining material on the 
troop and political issues. 
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